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PTA Chairman’s Message
Dear Concordia Community,
Welcome to our amazing Concordia Parents Teachers Association (PTA). My name is Olivia Cheung and I feel
honored to introduce myself as the Chairman of PTA at Concordia. My sons, Mark (Grade 9) and Howard
(Grade 10) study at Concordia since Grade 7. PTA engages with the principal and faculty to provide an
enriched educational experience to our children.
We, as parents have the privilege of participating in many school activities such as judging student project
presentations, organising events during celebrations, participating in academics, food sale for noble cause, etc.
resulting in knowing each other while understanding what and how our children learn at school. The school
creates opportunities for parents to interact and involve as a family in the school activities.
As head of PTA, I have had the opportunity to take part in group discussions and seminars where I collaborated
with dedicated and hardworking Concordia faculty . Concordia students have the benefit of studying in small
size classes where they can receive personalized instruction, individual attention, and encouragement from
their teachers. Some examples of the support systems in place include the EAP program which not only
improves the English language proficiency, but also assists in acquisition of subject specific vocabulary. The
Concordia staff are constantly develop their skills and are encouraged by the management to attend professional development opportunities to keep up with the pace of digital era.
This year PTA has worked hard to initiate new programs and events and I encourage all parents to get involved in the coming months. You can
join our wechat group or email the school at pta@concordiaintl.edu.hk and we will let you know how you can participate.
Lastly, I am grateful to the principal, the teachers and the support staff for providing our children with a strong foundation in learning and
preparing them for the next phase of their education while helping parents to involve effectively in our children’s progress!
Looking forward to seeing you around the campus!
Wish you all a happy and prosperous year of the dog! 恭喜發財!
Ms. Oliva Cheung,
PTA Chairman

Term I Updates
Welcome to our second issue of PTA Newsletter at the end of a busy, bubbling and successful Term I. The school has been buzzing with
activities this quarter. The U16 and U20 basketball matches, Christmas celebrations, charity food sale, career talk, study skills workshop and
Term I exams.
Christmas is both a sacred religious festival and a worldwide cultural and commercial phenomenon. The Christmas celebration at our
school was in the afternoon of 18th December 2017. It started with amazing student performances – dance, choir, solo Cello recital and
songs. Jingle bells chimed during this celebration with the arrival of a very, very jolly Father Christmas with a huge bag of gifts for the
students. Thanks to Mr. Alex McRoy, for playing Santa to make this celebration a happy and memorable one.
Great applause to Student council for their excellent job from decorating the
Christmas tree, organizing all the performances and the super idea of surprising Santa. Hearty thanks to Mr. Soares, Mr. McRoy and Mr. Espinel, for their
support for organising and decorating on this festive occasion.
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The highlight of this Christmas celebration was the Charity PTA food sale. An enormous thank you to everyone who supported the event
whether as a visitor on the day, manning a stall, baking cakes, cooking delicacies or decorating the school. A sum of HKD 2050 was raised
for Mother’s Choice. Hats off to one and all for making this year's PTA Christmas Food Sale so magical - the memorable one ever!
Very special thanks to our administrative team – Mr. Wu and Ms. Rai, for guiding our janitors and assisting students and teachers in
arranging the stalls and the chapel for the evening

A career talk workshop on ‘Optometry’ was held at school in the afternoon of 9th January 2018
by one of our parents. The main speaker Dr. Helen Eng, OD, FAAO, is the President of The
Hong Kong Academy of Orthokeratology. The workshop aimed to educate students on
planning a profession in this field while highlighting the core subject requirement at high
school level and threw light on global universities offering this course at the undergraduate
level. Many good practices on how to protect our eyes were explained and ill effects of
watching computer and other media screens continuously was emphasized. Hearty thanks to
Ms. Helen from the management, staff and students of Concordia for her great effort and
valuable time spent with us.
Another interesting and fruitful workshop this term was about time management. This workshop gave the opportunity to reflect on the attitudes and values that students bring into their
learning environment and how these impact the goals and time management.
All of above events exposed our students to many different ways of expressing themselves, caring for the community, collaborating as a team
and learning about the culture while listening and observing. All these lead to the achievement of our School Wide Learner Outcomes (SWLO).
SWLO lists the important characteristics to be developed in young minds to emerge into competitive individuals and a valuable global citizen.
Every event performed or any piece of academic work done at our school aims at one or many of the SWLO achievement.
I conclude by inviting all parents for our cultural day celebration in May 2018. Kindly support us to organize international food fair as food
holds a very important role is every culture and we all love to eat!!! Any other suggestion for this event is highly welcome.
If you would like to be more involved with PTA events, or have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact us via email
pta@concordiaintl.edu.hk or join our wechat group.

Important Dates

Summer Uniform
Mark your calenders for switching to summer
uniforms from 16 April 2018. Here is the list of the
full set of summer uniform for your reference:
BOYS:
• Dark blue trousers with black belt
• White short-sleeved shirt (with logo sewn on)
• White undershirts if an undershirt is worn.
• Black dress shoes with black socks (no ankle-cut)

The school uniform can be purchased from:
Golden Dragon School Uniform, 194, Prince Edward Road West, Ground Floor,
Mongkok, Kowloon (Prince Edward MTR B1 Exit)
Phone number: 2381-1408 (Please make an appointment)

GIRLS:
• Blue/green summer skirt**
• White short-sleeve shirt (with logo sewn on)
• White undershirts if an undershirt is worn.
• Black dress shoes with black calf high socks
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Professional Development
We strongly believe that educational opportunities for students are dependent on the quality of instructional programs and personnel. It is
recognized that teacher preparation, staff development and renewal are critical factors for developing good educational standards. Hence,
we encourage and support adequately funded teacher preparation and staff development programs. These programs are designed to initiate
and strengthen professional excellence in curriculum development, innovative teaching techniques, differentiation and personal development of a teacher as a lifelong learner.
Concordia Professional Development seminar was held on 17th and 18th November 2018 in Buena Vista Concordia International School at
Shenzhen. Dr. Vicki Anderson of Concordia University, Nebraska was the Keynote speaker. There were multiple workshops on topics such
as: differentiation, methods of teaching ELL students, using technology in the classroom, creating powerful learning environments and
methods to improve student motivation. Teachers and staff from Concordia schools in Shenzhen, Chengdu, Xiamen, Hong Kong, and the
United States came together to share their experiences and strategies that could impact all students beyond culture and capabilities. This
professional training that we do every year continually enhances and updates our skills and knowledge to provide robust and premier
learning environments for expanding the dimensions of the burgeoning minds.

Student’s reflection on the trip to Laos with World Volunteer Group
For Activity week in October, 9 students and Mr Soares traveled to Luang Prabang, Laos to do volunteer work with World Volunteer, an
organization that helps communities in South East Asia to become self-sufficient and to generate future income. We helped build adobe
style dormitories for the local students whose villages are very far away. Our activities included mixing mud & clay, digging large holes,
cutting straws and building mud bricks and walls too. Although it was difficult at first, we used sign & body language with a few phrases
of Laos to converse with the host families. We all learned a lot about their lives, how to work together, local diets, traditions and beliefs
from them. It is so different from ours that I have learned life-long lessons.
After this volunteer work experience, I realized I have learned to make bricks, build walls and really communicate with people of different
backgrounds and languages. I really appreciated this trip and was glad to join World Volunteer for our 10-day trip.
Through this trip we have learnt that effective communication is an important aspect of being an
independent learner who makes right moral choices. The opportunity to live with a local family made us
realise that it’s our responsibility to respect all people, culture, environment and their property. This
unforgettable experience opened our eyes to different ways of life and gave us rich perspective of our
role as responsible global citizens.
Kenyu, Chen . Grade 12
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Santa Claus!
The CIS Christmas party in December included “Santa Claus.” The party included
opening remarks and student performances. Then a man with a white beard,
dressed in red, appeared. From his bags (with PTA support), each student received
a gift.
Santa Claus is a common sight at Christmas in Hong Kong and other countries.
Children’s stories in some countries say that he flies around on Christmas Eve, in a
sleigh with reindeer, leaving gifts. Like many Chinese stories, there is some real
history.
1800 years ago, in the country now called Turkey, a Christian leader gave gifts to
disadvantaged families. He was called “Saint Nicholas.” (“Saint” is a word for
Christian leaders.) The name “Saint Nicholas” changed through different
languages until it became “Santa Claus.”

Christians see the work of this leader as a reminder of God’s work. Christians believe that in some ways we are all disadvantaged
(though we don’t like to think of that) and that God sent Jesus to give us the best advantage, good relationships.
Santa Claus and the PTA caring for CIS students are a reflection of such good relationships. They are also a way that CIS practices
School-Wide Learner Outcomes. Outcome #3 refers to effective communication. Some students did “express themselves” as leaders for
the event. Virtually all students worked “collaboratively in group settings” to achieve common goals in their presentations. As well,
parents and teachers demonstrated collaboration by their efforts in arranging for the party and gifts. A strength of CIS is the way that
School Wide Learner Outcomes are a part not only of classes but also of all activities.

Teacher Feature
Grade 7 - ‘ChrisMaths’
Family projects are excellent methods to bring in family togetherness while strengthening
home-school connection. Grade 7 students were alloted a project on Linear Functions to be
completed during the Christmas holidays with their parents.. The main intention of the project
was that the students had to teach the concepts and connections of the topic to their parents in
English and in their mother tongue. This enhances their mathematical communication skills
and boost the confidence in using the keywords.
Personally, being a parent, I love to work with my children on such projects to understand how
they are being taught at school and how well my child can explain to make me understand a
certain topic. It strengthens the bond between the parent and the child while bridging a fruitful
communication channel. The following are the interesting and heartfelt comments from the
parents.

Parents’ Feedback on ChrisMaths
“Did I enjoy learning ‘Linear Equations”? - These are one form of long long time agos… so
tough…. Fiona tried so hard to make me understand by both Japanese and English. That was so
cute when she asked me if I got to know all the time.
Thanks for giving us such a Christmas tree…’ - Wakako Ro
‘We are so happy with my son to go forward on his Maths homework, that is the great
communication for us when we got a different concept in it. First, we let him try to do the
first part - ‘slope’ and then we explain to him why he got wrong and how to get the concept
easily. At last he could finish it by himself. Good job, Hinrich.’ - Tang Wing Yan Moon.
‘I am honored and flattered that my daughter and me to spend happy hour during this holiday
for her homework. I always stay in mainland China with my business. So I am really sorry to my
girl. This time is a great chance to promote the relationship with my family. Thanks for letting me
be part of this kid’s remodel job. Parents should be involved in their kids lives and should
educate them on every aspect of growing up. I appreciate that assigning this type of homework.’
- Zhou Gang
‘It was quite challenging when I first came through this project because I could hardly remember the concept I had learnt before and then Chester taught me how to solve the problems. It
was interesting to be taught by my son, I can say that he improved a lot in expressing himself.
He was calm and patient when telling me how to calculate. We finished little by little and it was
so much fun on arguing what is the best answer. We were exhausted at the end but we enjoyed
the time spent on the project.’ - Chua Chi Ming.
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Grade 8- Winning word problems
This edition of Teacher Feature focuses on a recent Math/EAP lesson co-taught by Ms. Sivakumar (Math teacher) and Mr. Wofford (English
teacher). The lesson focused on solving difficult word problems. Ms. Sivakumar started off the lesson by explaining how word problems
present information in a predictable way, with a beginning, a middle and an end. Then students were given different sections of word
problems and asked to work together to put the problem in the correct sequence. Mr. Wofford reviewed the correct answers with the class
and called students' attention to how grammar and word choice create meaning in a sentence, and across larger units of text. To end the
lesson Ms. Sivakumar reviewed the solutions to the word problems.
We were pleased at how quickly the students were able to understand the linguistic and mathematical concepts that were being taught, and
look forward to developing more of these co-teaching lessons in term 2.

Study Skills Workshop
Essential study skills are the keys to succeed in secondary school and University. At CISHK, we
believe that students should better understand their learning style preferences in order to best
achieve their learning goals. Among different strategies already discussed during our assembly
time were: identifying learning style, creating a powerful mindset, using time effectively, achieving goals, processing information into memory, and reading and notetaking skills.
A crucial skill in the learning development of a student is note taking. Students should dedicate a
considerable amount of time reviewing information discussed during classes. It is proved that the
mind grasps the concepts discussed at the first time and can retain it for longer after appropriate
reinforcement. It is very difficult to remember specific details or event major concepts without
good notes. Class notes is a form of reinforcement of the concepts and connections discussed in the
class.
Mr. Feurdean conducted a workshop on strengthening reading and notetaking skills at Concordia
on January 16. The five types of notes namely - Cornell Note taking, Two Column Method,
Outlining, Mapping Method, and Sentence Method were explained with examples. Each type of
note taking procedure is specific to a subject and the way of learning the student adopts.
We have classwork notebooks for the students for every subject and encourage students to adopt
rich note taking procedures to keep them alert during the lessons. Every faculty member has
undergone professional development training with emphasis on these procedures.
This procedure helps in achievement of Schoolwide Learner Outcomes. Students tend to listen,
read and observe to gain understanding from a variety of settings and finally summarise the
essence in a form to refer later. Valid notes are the one which students have expressed themselves
clearly in form of bullet points, paragraphs, pictures, maps, symbols, or charts that can give an
idea of the key points of the topic discussed. These point to SWLOs 1(c) , 3(a) and 3(b).

Concordia Sports
The Concordia Wolves Boys' Basketball teams have both earned a win for their belts! Both U16 and U20 teams faced nail-bitingly close
games as they were able to hold their opponents off until the final buzzer.
The U20 team is led by seniors Botao Zhang in shooting and Kenyu Chen in rebounds, with Billy Peng racking up a game high of 15
points against Korean International School.
The U16 team is led by returning players Aden Poon, Akbar Shahzada, and Vincent Chan, who have helped guide their teammates
through an exciting season. These students have learned to work together as a team and support each other, and after a string of victories
at the end of the regular season, confidence is high as they prepare for the playoffs (SWLO 3c).
As playoffs approach, Coaches, Mr. Wofford and Ms. Fan commends the basketball team members for their commitment to training and
games. It’s not easy to balance school work and athletics, but our players understand that learning to be responsible is part of what
participating in school athletics is all about (SWLO 4a). We would also like to thank the Sports Athletic Committee (SAC) for their
support and assistance, their support and collaboration keeps our athletics program going! (SWLO 3c)
Sign-ups have begun for the Concordia Wolves Badminton team and the season will begin in Term 2
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The Athletics Department had a great term. Students enjoy learning about sports played in different parts of the
world such as Cricket and American football (SWLO 2a). While basketball remains the undisputed favorite
among most students, learning to recognize diversity and respect for other cultures is an important part of what
attending an international school is all about (SWLO 2c). In addition to developing athletic skills, sports teachers
take time to explain important terms and communication skills required for different sports settings (SWLO
3a,b).
As the term winds down, we’re gearing up for some fun in term two as we introduce football, kickball, and
frisbee!

Down:
2. A(n) ________ person knows the difference between right and wrong.
3. Students should demonstrate a ____________ approach towards the
environment.
5. Becoming an expert of using your laptop to improve learning and
research is an example of __________ expertise.
9. Other than information, students should also learn to analyse
_________ sensitively.

Solution:
1. Service 2. Ethical 3. responsible 4.non-verbal 5. technical
6. collaboratively 7.respect 8. wrong 9. ideas 10. independent.

SWLO- A Quick Check...

Across:
1.The overseas trip to laos is an example of providing __________ to our
global community.
4. The opposite of verbal communication is _____________ communication.
6. Another way of saying working together is to say working
___________.
7. In addition to recognizing diversity in values, students should
demonstrate __________ for the different cultures.
8. Our students know the difference between right and __________.
10. A kind of learner who does not need to depend on other is an
____________ learner.
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House Points

Congratulations, Earth House for
completing Term I with the most
points.. Best of luck to all houses in
the Term II.

New Staff

A warm welcome to Mr. Andrew
Kwok who joined our school family
in December 2017. Mr. Kwok is
from New York and he will teach
AP Microeconomics, English,
Speech & Drama, and Math for
various year groups.

We welcome Ms. Yao who joined
our school family in December
2017. Ms. Yao is from Xian to
teach Chienese Studies for Year 7
to 12.
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