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A BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF CONCORDIA INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL
School Motto: Transforming Lives Together!
CISHK is a small co-educational school that is located in Yau Yat Chuen, a peaceful neighborhood in
Kowloon Tong. The school is founded by the President of Lutheran Church-Hong Kong Synod in 1990.
With a campus that accommodates a maximum of 110 students, CISHK offers one class per grade level
from grade 7 to 12 with an average class size of 15 students. This unique setting along with our dedicated
and patient teaching staff, students are provided the opportunity to excel and learn in a complete English
environment. CISHK’s individualized method of education and supportive community have contributed
greatly to the success of the school for over two decades.
The School is registered with the Hong Kong Education Bureau (Registration No. 21599) as an international
school and it is fully managed by the Lutheran Hong Kong Synod. Programs at CISHK are based on the
Common Core State Standards. Adopted Content Standards and Curricular Frameworks are developed by
the California State Board of Education. Our high school program lays a good foundation for the College
Board’s SAT and AP exams. We institute PSAT and SAT testing for all grade 10 and 11 students, SAT,
TOEFL, SAT Subjects and AP Exams for grade 11 and 12 students. These consistent measures of
achievement provide students with internationally recognized scores that are required for admissions to
North American universities and many other universities around the world.
CISHK is a private, nonprofit school. The school is entirely financed by tuition, which is relatively
expensive compared to government subvented schools. Hence, parents’ socioeconomic status is high and
students are of middle and upper class families. Like other international schools, students’ nationalities and
ethnicities are diverse: over the past five years, about 20% of the student population consists of locals and an
additional 30% are Chinese from the Mainland, Taiwan and overseas. The remaining mix is of nationals
from Japan, Korea, America, Europe, Oceania and various other Asian countries. Over 95% of our students
are English language learners whose mother tongue is a language other than English.
The school places great emphasis on student-centered learning. With resource-based instruction (RBI) and
inquiry-based learning (IBL), our students are not only meaningfully engaged in their learning, they are
trained to become critical thinkers, creative problem solvers and reflective lifelong learners. Our 1:1
MacBook Program integrates technology in teaching and learning of all subject areas. The program allows
students to learn through the e-learning platforms with most of class texts, resources and library materials
available to students online. In this way, learning is not limited to within school and parents/guardians can
also monitor their children’s academic progress through our online network.
CISHK also places great importance on holistic development of students through extracurricular activities.
Students enjoy club activities while gaining experiences from our service learning program that are
fundamental in developing other skills. Our athletics program also plays an important role in providing a
well-rounded approach to student development outside of the classroom. The program contributes a sense of
community, where everyone is welcome to pursue their athletic interest and ambitions. CISHK is a member
of the International Schools Sports Federation of Hong Kong (ISSFHK) and participates in various league
sports.
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CISHK is a member of the Western Association of Schools and Colleges, USA.

The Accrediting

Commission for Schools, Western Association of Schools and Colleges (ACS WASC) has granted this
school a Six-Year Accreditation Status through June 30, 2024.

Vision
Concordia International School will be a leading community of learning where both students and staff
interact positively in the pursuit of knowledge and the development of life skills.
Mission
Concordia International School aims to passionately and purposefully drive student learning, to provide
a balanced education for all and to transform lives.
The School-wide Learner Outcomes
Students of Concordia International School will:
(1). Be Independent Learners to prepare for Lifelong Learning
a. Master effective study skills, academic knowledge and technological expertise.
b. Develop problem solving and research skills.
c. Think critically to sensitively analyze information and ideas.
(2). Be Global Citizens
a. Develop knowledge of international affairs in an interdependent world.
b. Provide service to others in our local and/or global communities.
c. Recognize diversity in values and demonstrate respect for cultures of the world.
(3). Communicate Effectively
a. Express themselves clearly through forms of speech, writing, media and non-verbal behaviors.
b. Listen, read and observe to gain understanding and respond appropriately in a variety of
settings.
c. Work collaboratively in group settings to achieve common goals.
(4). Be Responsible and Ethical People
a. Demonstrate an understanding of right and wrong.
b. Demonstrate responsibility towards others and their property.
c. Demonstrate a responsible approach towards the environment.

STUDENT / SCHOOL PROFILE DATA OF THE YEAR
1. Enrolment (as of September 2017)

Girls
Boys
Total

Grade 7
4
3
7

Grade 8
11
7
18

Grade 9
6
8
10

2. Teaching Personnel
Principal: 1
Admission Officer: 1 (sharing teaching duties)
Teaching Personnel: 11 (full-time: 9, part-time: 2)
Supporting Staff: 1
Teacher to Student Ratio = 1 to 9
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Grade 10
9
5
14

Grade 11
7
9
16

Grade 12
6
4
10

Total
43
36
79

3. Active School Days in 2017 – 2018
Quarter
Quarter 1: 44 teaching days
Plus: 1 Student 1st Day
Quarter 2: 41 teaching days (5 days for Activity Week,)
Plus: 3 exam days , 1 home study day, 2 Marking/PD
days, and 1 WASC Self-Study day
Quarter 3: 42 teaching days
Quarter 4: 40 teaching days
Plus: 3 exam days, 1 home study day, 2 Marking/PD
days, 1 graduation day & 5 supp. exam /Collaborative
planning days
School days = 193 days (total for teaching = 167 days)

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

9

9

9

9

9

9

8

9

8

7

9

9

9

8

7

9

7

8

8

8

4. Student Demographic Data
Age as of September 2017

Age as of September 2017

Nationality (by passport)

Spoken Language at Home
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District of Residence

5. Student Government
Student Council President:
Vice-president:
Treasurer:
Secretary:
Class Representatives:

Athletics Council President:
Vice-President:
Representatives:

Botao Zhang
Joey Leung
Wilson Chui
Noble Hsieh
Luoying Zhou and Abbie Tang (Grade 7)
Anson Poon and Oscar Lee (Grade 8)
Salina Tso and Alex Zhang (Grade 9)
Howard Ho (Grade 10)
Billy Peng and James Leung (Grade 11)
Kenyu Chen and Jacky Choi (Grade 12)
Cristiana Elower
Sophia Yang
Vicky Li and Dora Qiu (Grade 11)
Maheen Ahmed and, Sahar Sheikh (Grade 10)

6. The Graduating Class
Ashida Chen, Kenyu
Choi, Man Kit (Jacky)
Ding, Ying
Elower, Cristiana
1st Class Diploma
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Hsieh, Noble Dafon
Zhang, Botao
Kim, Joo Eun
Zhao, Xiaoxuan
Leung, Cho Yi Aoi
Wong, Tsz Ching (Tiffany)
2nd Class Diploma

3rd Class Diploma

5

1

Total graduated / Total in Grade 12 = 10/10

5

Pass Diploma
0

7. Whereabouts of Graduates
University/College Entered in 2017

No. of Graduates

Program of Study

College in Canada

1

Hotel Management

University in India

1

Not declared

University in US

1

Not declared

University in US

1

Management

Binghamton University, US

1

Not declared

New York University, US

1

Finance

Concordia University, Irvine, US

1

AIEP Program

University in Japan

1

Architecture

University in UK

1

Not declared

Open University of Hong Kong

1

B. A. in English Language

Baptist University, Hong Kong

1

Finance

The Polytechnic University of Hong Kong

1

Communication Design

City University, Hong Kong

1

Management

University in Australia

1

Music

University in Australia

1

B.A. in humanities

No information

1
Total:

16/16

University/College Entered in 2018

No. of Graduates

Program of Study

University of Calgary

1

Bachelor of Kinesiology

University of Calgary

1

Bachelor of Commerce Finance

New South Wales

1

Bachelor of Commerce

University of Queensland

1

Bachelor of Journalism

University of British Columbia

1

Bachelor of Food Nutrition and Health Science

University of Greenwich

1

Bachelor of Accounting & Finance

Dublin City University

1

Bachelor of Science

Royal College of Music

1

Bachelor of Music

Gap year - volunteer or part-time job

1

City University

1
Total:

International Business Management

10/10

Over 90% of graduates of the last two years are engaging in college study. As an indicator of
student achievement towards “ independent learners (SWLO- 1) “, these data support that this
school goal is met by our graduates.

8. Scholarships and Awards
Sir Edward Youde Memorial Prize
Academic Achievement Award
Academic Achievement SAT Award
Leadership & Service Award

: Leung, Cho Yi Aoi (Joey) and Kim, Joo Eun (Kelly)
: Leung, Cho Yi Aoi (Joey) and Noble Hsieh
: Botao Zhang
: Cristiana Elower
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Certificate Awards:
Subject

Name

English 12
English 11
English 10
English 9
English 8
English 7

Cristina Elower
Wilson Chui
Sophia Gregorio Yang
Vincent Chan
Maryam Ahmed
Chester Chau

AP Microeconomics
AP Psychology
Social Studies 10
Social Studies 9
Social Studies 8
Social Studies 7

Cindy Fang
Wilson Chui
Sophia Gregorio Yang
Vincent Chan
Maryam Ahmed
Chester Chau

AP Calculus
Pre-Calculus
SAT & Business Math
Math 10
Math 9
Math 8
Math 7

Katherine Ding Ying
Wilson Chui
Ryosuke Kobayakawa
Li Zhi
Libra Chen
James Liu
Daniel Wong

AP Chemistry
SAT Biology
Science 10
Science 9
Science 8
Science 7

Wilson Chui
Cristiana Elower
Sophia Gregorio Yang
Vincent Chan
Maryam Ahmed
Chester Lau

Art 11-12
Art 10
Graphic Design 9
Art 8
Art 7

Subject

Name

Chinese Studies 11-12
Chinese Studies 10 A (T1)
Chinese Studies 10 A (T2)
Chinese Studies 10 B (T1)
Chinese Studies 9 A
Chinese Studies 9 B
Chinese Studies 7-8 A (T1)
Chinese Studies 7-8 A (T2)
Chinese Studies 7-8 B (T2)

Cindy Fang
Adam Lam
Ann Liu
Sophia Gregorio Yang
Alex Zhang
Akbar Shahazada
Candy Tsoi
Selin Wang
Venice Liu

Computer Literacy 7
Computer Studies 9
Computer Studies 10

Chester Chau
Vincent Chan
Sophia Gregorio Yang

Speech & Drama 10 (T1)
Speech & Drama 10 (T2)
Speech & Drama 7-8 (T1)
Speech & Drama 7-8 (T2)

Li Zhi
Maheen Ahmed
Maryam Ahmed
James Liu

Leung Cho Yi Aoi (Joey)
Monica Xia
Akbar Shahazada
Janis Tong
Fiona Mizuki

9. External Competitions
Concordia continues to improve and extend extracurricular activities to different areas for students
that have interests in different subject areas. This year, some students participated in a science
trivial quiz known as Mind over Matters along with other activities that take place regularly
Mind over Matters
Participated by: Joey Leung, Cristiana Elower, Rexon Lo, Wilson Chui, Peter Ho, and Sophia
Yang.
History Bowl and Bees
Participated by: Rexon Lo, Peter Ho, Sophia Yang, Maheen Ahmed, and Sahar Sheikh.
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Hong Kong Model United Nations, 2018
Participated by: Cindy Feng, Rexon Lo, Peter Ho, Akari Noguchi, Ryosuke Kobayakawa, Sophia
Yang, Akbar Shahzada, and Muhammad Abdullah.

10. Progression to 2018-19
No.
64

Percentage
81.0

Students to repeat

4

5.1

Students asked to leave (discipline, attendance)

1

1.2

Students Graduated/Completed HS

10

12.7

Total

79

100

Students promoted to a higher grade

Number of students registered for 2017-18 = 57/68 (Registration Rate = 83.82 %)
STUDENT PERFORMANCE
1. Self-management
At CISHK, students are evaluated on achievement of the school-wide learner outcomes besides
the content standards. School attendance pattern and discipline records are useful indicators to
see whether a student achieves the school goal of “be a responsible and ethical people- SWLO
4”. Evacuation time for fire drill is an indicator to check whether students achieve the school
goal of “listening and responding appropriately, working collaboratively in group settingsSWLO- 3b and 3c

Note: An attendance rate of 95% means having been absent from school for 4-5 days in a term or for about 9 days over a
school year.

The school has a 95% attendance requirement policy for all students. Since 2013-14,
improving the school attendance has been action-planned. Though the plan has lapsed, but we
continue to place this as one of the major school objectives. In 2017-18, a majority of students
met this goal: over 70% in Term 1 and 57% in Term 2 of the total student population achieved
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this 95% attendance goal. In 2018-19, The Discipline Committee has initiated new measures
to improve students’ attendance and we will continue to monitor the attendance pattern of
certain students, so that absences due to personal attitudes and habits will be further reduced.
Students with persistently low school attendance would not be invited to register for the next
year.

As for school discipline, the number of incidences served with discipline action has dropped
significantly since 2015-16. The main reason for this is attributed to the current action plans on
educating students on the school’s Learning Outcomes, particularly on being an ethical and
responsible people (SWLO 4).

The evacuation time for fire drill indicates that with better collaboration among staff, the time has
improved as compared to last year’s drill. With greater level of coordination and collaboration, this
may improve in the next academic year.

2. Performance on External Tests and Exams
The New PSAT
Starting from 2015, the College Board adopts a new test format for the PSAT. CISHK
students’ performance improved under this new test structure, our school mean on Math
exceeds the national mean for the Grade 11 class. This means that our students generally meet
the national level under the new test standards in Math. However, for Evidence-Based Reading
& Writing, our students are still performing below the national level. A factor attributed to this
result due to a larger number ESL students are admitted to the school in Grade 10, and
despites students do make improvement over the year studying in CISHK, there is still a need
to make greater improvement among all students’ literacy and English proficiency.
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The students are also separated into subgroups, the Total Group and the Regular Group (ESL
& SEN students excluded), when we analyze their performance. A general progression from
2016 to 2017 is seen in the Regular Group among the Grade 11 students in Evidence-Based
Reading & Writing, in Math as well as in the Total score.
We also record the percent of students who met the grade-specific bench-mark for EvidenceBased Reading & Writing and for Math. We have a higher percentage of students meeting the
Math bench mark in both years for both grade levels.
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The SAT
All students of Grades 11 and 12 write the SAT Reasoning in December/January as a mandatory
school policy. A positive trend of progression is seen in the 2012-16 cycle in all areas tested for
both the Grade 11 and Grade 12 classes. Grade 12 students perform better than Grade 11 students
in general in the three areas of skills tested, although their performance is still below the national
average. Starting from 2015-16, we split students into subgroups, the Total Group and the Regular
Group (ESL & SEN students excluded), when we analyze their performance. As expected, there is
significant difference in the performance of these two groups, especially in the skills on Critical
Reading and Writing

Note: “National” refers to the total group of college-bound seniors, international and US.
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The New SAT
Our Grade 11-12 students start writing the new SAT Reasoning test in December/January.
Similar to the old SAT, our students have performed below the “All Test Takers” in both
Evidence-Based Reading & Writing and in Math. However, the Grade 11 in 2017-18 has outperformed the Grade 12, indicating that other factors may have affected student’s performance
among the grade 12 students and this will be an area we need to examine in the next academic
year.
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The PSAT and SAT Reasoning data are indicators to see whether our students achieve the
school goals of being critical thinkers (SWLO-1c) and the ability to communicate effectively
(SWLO-3a and 3b). The data presented above support a consistent, but moderate improvement
of achievement as students move from Grade10 to Grade 12 in CISHK.
The SAT Subject Tests and the AP Exams
Students of Grades 11-12 also write the SAT subject tests and/or the AP Exams at the end of
the school year. Grade 11 students are required to write the test/exam for at least two subjects
of their choice; however, writing the test/exam is optional for Grade 12 students. However,
school policy from 2018-19 will be amended to ensure students in Grade 11 and 12 to write
more AP exams. This school policy ensures that every Grade 12 student would graduate from
CISHK with two SAT Reasoning scores and also with at least three AP scores, so that they
may qualify for admission to both local universities in Hong Kong and overseas.
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Note: “National” refers to the total group of college-bound seniors, international and US.

The summary of 6-Year AP Score indicates that students in CISHK have progressed from far
below global performance to within average of 2% below, and in the case of 2016, students
had exceeded this performance.
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Students’ Performance on the SAT Subject Tests and at the AP Exams indicates that we need
to continue to review our teaching strategies and school policy to help our students achieve
towards the academic content standards.
The TOEFL
Students of Grade 11 write the TOEFL as a mandatory school policy at the end of the school
year in May. This ensures our students would be able to fulfill the language requirement for
admission to many universities overseas. The TOEFL scores are indicators for achievement on
effective communication skills (SWLO- 3a,3b).
Although our student’s performance in TOEFL is not very high, the data collected indicate that
our students’ performance has fluctuated over the years but they are making steady
improvement in Reading, Listening, and Writing in the past three years.

Legend:
Reading & Listening
High (22-30)
Intermediate (15-21
Low (0-14)
Speaking
Good (26-30)
Fair (18-25)
Limited (10-17)
Weak (0-9)
Writing
Good (24-30)
Fair (17-23)
Limited (1-16)

Conclusion: Data Analysis on the external tests and exams does provide CISHK faculty a
direction for future improvement and for school-wide action planning. Though the data
indicates that CISHK students are making steady improvement at the external tests/exams in
general in recent years, students’ performance on the PSAT, SAT Reasoning and TOEFL
imply that student achievement towards the School-wide Learner Outcomes on areas such as
problem solving, analytical and critical thinking and effective communication require
improvement. Similarly, performance on SAT Subject Tests and the AP exams indicate that
student achievement towards the content standards has to be improved to reach the national
level.
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3. Performance on Literacy Skills for Academic Study

The Scholastic Reading Program

Note: The 1st measures were taken at the beginning of the first term, or when a student first joined
the class. The year-end measures were taken at the end of the second term.

Communication skill is an important school-wide learner outcome that all CISHK
students should master. Among the many student performance data that teachers
collect, the standardized Lexile scores students achieved under the Scholastic Reading
Program at the beginning and also at the end of a school year are useful indicators on
student achievement in reading and comprehension in English. Although some classes
did not show an average score increase, in general most students achieved score
increase over the year.
The WIDA Writing Tasks
English teachers also measure student improvement in writing proficiency using the WIDA
tasks. Similar to the Lexile data, although some classes did not show an average proficiency
increase, in general most students achieved proficiency increase over the year.

Note: Task 1 was taken at the beginning of the first term. Task 2 was taken at the end of the second term.
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Since data from the relevant external tests and exams have indicated that our students
are performing under the national average, although improvement on literacy skills is
observed through the Scholastic Reading Program and the WIDA Writing Tasks, we
still need to continue put in greater effort and resources on these two programs in the
future to enhance students’ understanding of School-wide Learner Outcomes in
communication (SWLO 3a, 3b) as indicated in the school’s new round of action plans.
4. Performance on Global Leadership Activities
Evidence and data collected under this section are indicators to measure student
achievement of the School-wide Learner Outcomes on “global citizenship SWLO- 2”
and also on “being responsible and ethical people SWLO-4”.
(1). Regular Global Leadership Activities Participated on Fridays
Service Learning: Q1
Date

Place

Activities

Staff

No. of
Hours

Sep.1

School

Brainstorm
and introduction

Ms. Fan
Ms. Yang

2 hrs

Xia, Jialing
(Monica)
Chen, Ronghui
Zhao, Xiaochun
Zhenhui, Xiao
(Sophie)
Ng, Cho Wei
(Daniel)
Shen, Yilin (Alice)
Tso, Ka Sui (Selina)

Sep.
15

Hong Kong
Maritime Museum

Visit the museum and
learn knowledge of
Marine conservation

Ms. Fan
MS. Yang

2 hrs

Xia, Jialing (Monica)
Chen, Ronghui
Zhao, Xiaochun
Zhenhui, Xiao
(Sophie)
Ng, Cho Wei (Daniel)
Shen, Yilin (Alice)
Tso, Ka Sui (Selina)

Sep.
22

Martha Boss
Lutheran Day
Nursery

Visit Nursery and play
with kids

Ms. Fan
MS. Yang

2 hrs

Xia, Jialing (Monica)
Chen, Ronghui
Zhao, Xiaochun
Zhenhui, Xiao
(Sophie)
Ng, Cho Wei (Daniel)
Shen, Yilin (Alice)
Tso, Ka Sui (Selina)
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Names of students
participated

Sep.
29

Oct.
20

Martha Boss
Lutheran Day
Nursery

Visit Nursery and play
with kids

Fung Tak
Lutheran Home
for the Elderly

Ms. Fan
Ms. Yang

2 hrs

Xia, Jialing (Monica)
Chen, Ronghui
Zhao, Xiaochun
Zhenhui, Xiao
(Sophie)
Ng, Cho Wei (Daniel)
Shen, Yilin (Alice)
Tso, Ka Sui (Selina)

Ms. Fan
Ms. Yang

2 hrs

Xia, Jialing (Monica)
Chen, Ronghui
Zhao, Xiaochun
Zhenhui, Xiao
(Sophie)
Ng, Cho Wei (Daniel)
Shen, Yilin (Alice)
Tso, Ka Sui (Selina)

Service Learning: Q2
Date

Place

Activities

Staff

No. of
Hours

Names of students
participated

Nov.10

Ma Tau Wai
Lutheran Centre
for the Elderly

Activities with elderly

Ms. Fan
Ms. Yang

2 hrs

Yeung, Ho Chun
Li, Zhi
Wong, Scarlet
Chan, Ho Tin
(Vincent)
Poon, Aden
Ho, Yuet Yan
Mariel
Wang, Catherine

Nov.24

Martha Boss
Lutheran Day
Nursery

Activities with
Nursery kids

Ms. Fan
MS. Yang

2 hrs

Yeung, Ho Chun
Li, Zhi
Wong, Scarlet
Chan, Ho Tin
(Vincent)
Poon, Aden
Ho, Yuet Yan
Mariel
Wang, Catherine

Dec.8

Fung Tak
Lutheran Home
for the Elderly

Activities with elderly

Ms.Fan
Ms.Yang

2 hrs

Yeung, Ho Chun
Li, Zhi
Wong, Scarlet
Chan, Ho Tin
(Vincent)
Poon, Aden
Ho, Yuet Yan
Mariel
Wang, Catherine

Dec. 15

Ma Tau Wai
Lutheran Centre
for Elderly

Activities with elderly

Ms.Fan
Ms.Yang

2 hrs

Yeung, Ho Chun
Li, Zhi
Wong, Scarlet
Chan, Ho Tin
(Vincent)
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Poon, Aden
Ho, Yuet Yan
Mariel
Wang, Catherine

Jan. 26

Sun Chui
Lutheran Children
Centre

Activities with kids

Ms.Fan
Ms.Yao

2 hrs

Li, Zhi
Wong, Scarlet
Chan, Ho Tin
(Vincent)
Poon, Aden
Ho, Yuet Yan
Mariel
Wang, Catherine

Service Learning: Q3
Date

Place

Activities

Staff

No. of
Hours

Names of students
participated

Feb.9

Jockey Club
Lutheran Home
for the Elderly

Activities with elderly

Ms.Fan
Ms.Yao

1.5 hrs

Cancelled
HK Flu

Mar. 9

Jockey Club
Lutheran Home
for the Elderly

Activities with elderly

Ms.Fan
Ms.Yao

2 hrs

Liu, Qian Qian
(Ann)
Tsoi, Seng Hei
(Avily)
Meng, Lingshi
(Danny)
Zhang, Hao (Alex)

Mar.16

Mr & Mrs
Lawrence Wong
Lutheran Home
for the Elderly

Activities with elderly

Ms.Fan
Ms.Yao

1.5 hrs

Chow, Sze Bun
(Ben)
Liu, Qian Qian
(Ann)
Tsoi, Seng Hei
(Avily)
Meng, Lingshi
(Danny)
Zhang, Hao (Alex)

Mar. 23

Mr & Mrs
Lawrence Wong
Lutheran Home
for the Elderly

Activities with elderly

Ms.Fan
Ms.Yao

1.5 hrs

Chow, Sze Bun
(Ben)
Liu, Qian Qian
(Ann)
Tsoi, Seng Hei
(Avily)
Meng, Lingshi
(Danny)
Zhang, Hao (Alex)

April 20

Sun Chui Lutheran
Children Centre

Activities with elderly

Ms. Fan
Ms. Yao

2 hrs

Chow, Sze Bun
(Ben)
Liu, Qian Qian
(Ann)
Tsoi, Seng Hei
(Avily)
Meng, Lingshi
(Danny)
Zhang, Hao (Alex)
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Service Learning: Q4
Date

Place

Activities

Staff

No. of
Hours

Names of students
participated

April 27

Jockey Club
Lutheran Home
for the Elderly

Activities with elderly

2.5 hrs

Ahmed, Maheen
Sahar Sheikh
Yang, Sophia
Gregorio
Chen, Rongxiang
Ho, Chun Wang
(Mark)
Shahzada, Akbar
Salim
Abdullah
Lam, Adam

May 11

Crossroads
Foundation

Clothing
categorization and
sorting for developed
countries

Ms. Fan
Ms. Yao

2.5 hrs

Ahmed, Maheen
Sahar Sheikh
Yang, Sophia
Gregorio
Chen, Rongxiang
Ho, Chun Wang
(Mark)
Shahzada, Akbar
Salim
Abdullah
Lam, Adam

May 18

Sun Chui Lutheran
Children Centre

Activities with elderly

Ms. Fan
Ms. Yao

2 hrs

Ahmed, Maheen
Sahar Sheikh
Yang, Sophia
Gregorio
Chen, Rongxiang
Ho, Chun Wang
(Mark)
Shahzada, Akbar
Salim
Chen, Zhixin
(Libra)
Abdullah
Lam, Adam

May 25

Kadoorie Farm
and Botanic
Garden

Experiential Activity
and Animal Welfare
Tour

Ms. Fan
Ms. Yao

2.5 hrs

Ahmed, Maheen
Sahar Sheikh
Yang, Sophia
Gregorio
Chen, Rongxiang
Ho, Chun Wang
(Mark)
Shahzada, Akbar
Salim
Chen, Zhixin
(Libra)
Abdullah
Lam, Adam
Ben Chow
Mariel
Selena

20

June 8

FeedingHK Food
Bank

Food rescue and
banking Tour

Ms. Fan
Ms. Yao

1.5 hrs

Ahmed, Maheen
Sahar Sheikh
Yang, Sophia
Gregorio
Chen, Rongxiang
Chen, Zhixin
(Libra)
Lam, Adam
Ben Chow
Avily Tsoi
Danny Meng
Alex Hao

Total person-hours for Friday Service Learning Activities = 288 hours

(2). Other Global Competence Activities Participated in 2017-18
a. 1-Day Team Building and Collaboration Workshop organized by A-Team Learning
Participated by all students on October 23, 2018 during the Activity Week
(Person-hours = 6 hour x 79 persons) 474
b. History Bowl and Bees
Participated by 5 students on January 28, 2018
(Person-hours = 4 hour x 5 persons) 20
c.

Model United Nations
Participated by 8 Students on March 25 – 27, 2018
(Person-hour = 18 hour x 8 person) 144

d. Cultural Day:
Participated by all students of the school on May 25, 2017
(Person-hours = 3 hour x 79 persons) 237

Total participated = 1,164 person-hours
Average per student = 15 hours
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REPORT ON STUDENT PERFORMANCE TOWARDS ACHIEVING THE CONTENT
STANDARDS AND THE SCHOOLWIDE LEARNER OUTCOMES

CISHK teachers collect data intentionally to measure student performance towards
achieving the content standards and the School-wide Learner Outcomes.
(1). The Content Standards
To measure the performance towards achieving the content standards, students in each
curricular course write a one-hour “pre-test” at the beginning of the school year to
assess the content knowledge on a course prior to learning the course. At the end of a
school term, students write a 2-hour term examination on the course. The data from
the pre-test and those from the term examinations are collected yearly for all
curricular subjects. The following charts show student performance at the pre-test
and at the term examinations (the average) for curricular subjects offered with written
exams:

22

23

Note: A Group comprises of native-Chinese speakers, B Group comprises of speakers
of other languages.

Observation: It is generally observed that students show “added-value” over the year
in all curricular courses offered. However, the average term exam scores are still
mediocre for most curricular courses.
As of 2016-17, CISHK teachers use Student Learning Objectives (SLO) to set
academic growth targets for students in curricular courses. The following charts show
the data collected in the last two academic years.
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Observation: The percent of students met SLO targets is low most core subject areas in
comparison of both academic years (2016-17 and 2017-18), this indicates that clear academic
goals must be set for teachers to meet academic targets for students on the SLO and greater PD
opportunities should be provided to teachers in the coming school year on meeting these targets.
As the data on SAT Subject Tests and AP Exams have already informed us that our students are
performing under the national level, professional development activities on teaching strategies and
on motivating students should continue be organized in the future to further raise the academic
performance of students.
(2). The School-wide Learner Outcomes
The performance towards achieving the School-wide Learner Outcomes is measured at two levels.
(a). Through Curricular Subjects Offered
Students of each curricular course complete a piece work which is subject-related during Quarter 2
of the year. This piece of work is assessed by rubrics or rating criteria based on the total or parts of
the School-wide Learner Outcomes, and data collected. The following charts show student
performance for curricular subjects offered:

26

27

Student performance varies from class to class over the 4-year period; no concrete pattern has
been identified based on the data collected on how our students have performed towards
achieving the School-wide Learner Outcomes
(b). Through an Interdisciplinary Group Project on Global Issue
Students of Grades 9 and 10 completed a group project during Quarter 3. In 2017-18, the project
title is: Obesity around the World. There were altogether 30 students, divided into 6 groups. At the
end of the Quarter on April 23, 2018, the groups gave a presentation on their work in front of
parents, guests and teachers who assessed the projects using rubrics which were constructed based
on the four elements of our School-wide Learning Outcomes. Data on performance towards
achieving the School-wide Learner Outcomes were thus collected. The digital version of the
projects was also shared with parents and other students through the school’s intranet network.
The chart below shows the average scores of the groups on the four elements and on the total
SWLO.
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It seems that a positive progress is demonstrated over the 4-year cycle in the domains of Global
Citizens, Effective Communications, and Responsible & Ethical People but declined in the area of
Independent Learners in this academic year. Despite this trend, the overall performance on the
total SWLO appears to show a positive progress over the 4-year cycle.
Conclusion: From the charts presented above, it is noted that the performance towards the SWLOs
as measured through the curricular subjects and the performance as measured through the group
project all receive average scores in general. As data from the external tests and exams indicate
that our students’ achievement towards the School-wide Learner Outcomes on areas such as
problem solving, analytical and critical thinking and effective communication is still inadequate, it
is concluded that professional development opportunities should continue be provided to teachers
and trainings to students in the future to further raise the performance towards the SWLOs.
REPORT ON PROGRESS OF THE ACTION PLANS (2017-18)
After completing the Self-Study Report in June 2017, new areas of learner needs were established.
Hence, new action plans were initiated for next academic years. At the year-end faculty meeting
on June 29, 2018, the 2017-18 Action Plans were reviewed and evaluated together with all faculty
members regarding what have been implemented over the academic year and what are relevant
results.
Action Plan 1: To improve student’s English Literacy Skills and Communication Skills
(Correlated SWLOs: 3a, 3b).
Rationale for identifying this learning need: Most CISHK students learn English as a second
language and many students’ English skills are still weak for academic study. This is reflected in
students’ performance in classes and in the PSAT, TOEFL and SAT exams taken annually. Thus,
the rationale is two-fold:
a) To improve the chances of success for our students, the pace and depth for our subject teaching through
improvements of English literacy skills.
Strategies/Interventions have been initiated in Core
Subject Areas
English:
 Incorporated Common Lit.org reading

Signs and evidence of improvements
English:
 Students have shown they are able to write
using academic vocabulary.
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assignments for the development of reading
comprehension and writing in accordance with
the range of Lexile scores from 800-1100.
Provided vocabulary worksheets based on
reading prose and poem to solidify their
understanding.
Provided students with ELA level worksheets
for those with lower levels of English.
Provided students with more advanced English
text for those students with a higher level of
English.
Incorporated Academic terminology into
students’ daily vocab to improve their essay
writing.
Working on Comprehension questions to allow
them to have a more developed understanding
of complex written works.
Encouraged students to write plans before they
write final essays.
Provided students with Read-Works articles
(Article-A-Day) and reading passages to
improve literacy
Incorporated Scholastic Literacy Library in
homework and classwork.
Incorporated lessons to build a foundation to
improve their writing skills.















Science:
 Science specific key terms focused in class and
ESL pull-out lessons
 Games among student groups to reinforce key
vocabulary.
 Interacting with out-of-school subject
specialists (eg Science Camp)
 Explain students on the sequential flow of
answer to an essay or short answer questions.
 Appropriate use of keywords while answering
the questions and use of Academic language
during class discussions.
 Written research vocabulary and essay writing
techniques work for lab report

Students that have been pushed with higher
level work have shown a more in depth
knowledge of the subject
Students are able to quickly read and
comprehend longer written pieces.
Student plans have helped students organize
their thoughts allowing for more
comprehensible essays
Students have logged hours of reading and
completed quizzes on Scholastic
Students have expressed personally to me that
they can speak confidently in class.
Students’ writings are more expressive in
terms of responding to critical writing
questions. Their responds are developed in
terms of writing from a few sentences to a few
paragraphs.
Students are able to use context to determine
the meaning of unfamiliar words/terms.
Students able to produce works of poetry

Mathematics:



Mathematics:
 Review vocabulary for every topic.
 Use of smartboard for highlighting key terms
in different colors
 Write out proofs with proper reasoning that
uses Academic language.
 Keywords list display in the classroom during
the period of study of that specific topic.

Social Studies:
 Provided Guided Readings (condensed
summaries of sections from the textbook) to
enable lower ability students to grasp topics
easily
 Provided Primary Source Documents to



Active classroom participation among
students.
Improved interest in solving problems as they
understand the questions.
Projects that demonstrate proper Academic
language
Solving real life applications as students can
connect Math to life and can model to predict.

Science:
 Answers in assignments are more narrative and
descriptive.
 Projects including posters presented at Science
Fair (photos with clear descriptions)
 Enhanced critical thinking as students
understand the vocabulary in the
question/topic involved.
 Increased vocabulary helps them understand
the concepts/connections and design an
experiment to test their hypothesis.
 Lab reports show greater clarity and
satisfactory academic language with clear
conclusions.
 Understand different careers options and real
life applications of a specific topic.

Social Studies:
 Students have shown completeness and
thoroughness (translation of key vocabulary
terms) in their Guided Readings classwork and
homework
 Students are able to complete short answer and
longer response questions on classwork,
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challenge higher ability students to engage
further in history
Incorporated Listenwise NPR and SCMP
articles in World Issues classes to help
students listen, read, and understand current
events and global issues
Incorporated SCMP, New York Times articles
to enhance literacy of current events in relation
to history topics covered in class
Incorporate news articles on current events in
relation to topics covered in class
Review vocabulary and difficult words to help
students better understand the text.
Incorporated Ted-Ed videos with subtitles
Use subject related videos with captions,
included at times playing the video at a slower
speed






homework, quizzes, tests, and exams
Students are able to answer questions posed in
class (writing responses in their notebook)
Students are able to answer critical thinking
questions by writing more lines than before
with more in-depth analysis.
Students are able to sound out unfamiliar
sounding words.
Students are able to apply theory to the daily
economic events.

b) To improve student’s communication skills so they can articulate ideas, concepts, and shape initiatives through
effective communication.
Improving students’ oral communication and presentation skills
 Oral communication
 Enhancing students’ speech delivery and presentation skills
 Extending students’ communication skills to learning (classroom and experiential learning activities )
Strategies/Interventions have been initiated in
Core Subject Areas
English:
 Students work in groups to encourage them
to use English to be comfortable speaking in
front of others.
 Students work on group and individual
presentations
 Students write and present their own stories,
essays and poetry.
 Students utilize Think-Pair-Share during
collaboration tasks
 Hot Seating
 Class Discussions
 Students have oral presentation
weekly. They have incorporated some
speech techniques, e.g. eye contact, and hand
gestures.
Science:
 In-class group discussions
 Presentation to whole school on projects at
Science Fair
 In class debates

Signs and evidence of improvements
English:
 Greater feedback (answering questions,
presentations) from students
 More questions asked by students
 Greater participation in class discussions
 Students willing and enthusiastic to present their
own work (Especially self-written stories, essays
or poetry)
 Students willing to show tone, emotion and
emphasis during their speech.
 Students are more confident to try to extend
themselves and use more complex vocabulary
words as they present.

Science:
 Greater engagement in science learning not only
through lab activities but also theoretical approach
as well.
 Meaningful lab sessions as they can communicate
well among their group and to the teacher.
 Q & A sessions in class are meaningful as students
are more engaged.
 Self-learning and deeper learning for students
enabling students to engage knowledgeably with
other students and teachers.
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Less behavior issues during lessons.



Science Fair: Students were engaged and were able
to present their display orally.

Mathematics:


Mathematics:
 Project presentations to the whole class
 Class exploration activities and the result
explained to teacher in proper academic
language.
 Cross curriculum projects
 Peer-to-peer teaching

Social Studies:
 Group activities to facilitate collaboration
and communication among students
 In-class oral presentations
 Think Pair Share activities
 Formative Assessment Activities (Q&A,
KWL)








Students are motivated to learn as they have
greater access to the curriculum
Connect Mathematics to real world problems
effectively.
Greater participation during class discussions
Active class discussions.
Students willingly take up more challenges.
Improved teacher-student relationship
Less behavior problems during lessons.

Social Studies:
 Greater feedback (answering questions posed by
classmates and/or teachers, presentations) in class
discussions.
 Greater confidence in answering questions posed
by classmates and teachers.
 More questions asked by students.
 Greater participation in class discussions.
Other Areas for Experiential Learning:
Service Learning:
 Students have greater confidence and initiative to
speak with the greater community (organizers and
volunteers) by answering questions and discussing
with classmates
Modeled United Nations/History Bowl & Bees
 Students that attended MUN were confidently
speaking English and had to present to students in
other schools from Hong Kong using only English.
 Students that attended MUN had to use Academic
Vocabulary and use formal speech.
Student Council:
 Council has organized about 5-6 whole school
events this year.
 Students have greater confidence, self-esteem and
feel respected
 Students willing to contribute ideas for discussion
Student Athletic Council
 Students willing to contribute ideas for discussions
 Students willing to address student body
population
 Students conducted a fundraiser speech with
confidence

32

In addition to the self-report indicators from class teachers, relevant data on Lexile Measures and
WIDA Writing Tasks were collected over the course of the year as indicators of students’
progress.
Lexile Measures
In 2018-19, the following number and percentage of students were recorded with increased Lexile
score over the year:
Grade 7: 1/7 (14.3%)
Grade 10: 9/16 (56.3%)

Grade 8: 7/18 (39%)
Grade 11: 5/17 (30%)

Grade 9: 4/15 (27%)
Grade 12: 5/10 (50%)

An overall 39% of total students with increased Lexile score.
WIDA Writing Tasks
In 2018-19, the following number and percentage of students were recorded with increased WIDA
Proficiency Level over the year:
Grade 7: 2/7 (28.6%)
Grade 10: 4/16 (25%)

Grade 8: 10/18 (55.6%)
Grade 11: 5/17 (30%)

Grade 9: 4/15 (27%)
Grade 12: 3/10 (30%)

An overall 35.4% of total students with increased WIDA Proficiency Level in the Written Task.
Conclusion: Though the overall percentages of both scores are not high, they serve as a starting
point for the school to continue tracking students’ progress with the relevant action plans in the
next academic year.
Action Plan (2): To improve student’s Collaborative skills and Study skills would enhance all
exam scores, academic honesty & learning habits (Correlated SWLOs: 1a, 1b, 1c, 3c).
Rationale for identifying this learner need: Based on identified critical learner needs and the
school’s annual progress report, the school based assessments and external exam results, such as
the PSAT, SAT, and TOEFL reflect that many CISHK students have inadequate study and
collaborative skills.
a) Improving students’ study skills and practice of academic honesty

Strategies/Interventions have been initiated in school
for all students
Signs and evidence of improvements

 A 5 hour workshop provided to all students by
Elevate Education (outsource agent)
 6 Study Skills presentations and workshops
were provided to all students during assembly time
Strategies/Interventions have been initiated in Core
Subject Areas
English:
 Lesson plans are intentionally design to
instruct students how to make reference with
their sources in Essays and Presentations

English:
 Students reference sources in their work.
 Students able to write essays with improved
essay form following the outline given
 Students write summaries of their studied
literature.
 Students are able to summarize/paraphrase in
their own words instead of copying the text.
Mathematics:
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Demonstrate step by step to students how to
prepare and gather information for an essay
Encourage students to take pride in their own
work.
Making flash cards for key vocabulary terms
Demonstrate to students how to actively study.
Students are taught on the benefits of being
honorable and ethical.
Students come for extra support after school in
Homework Club
During classwork time or self-study time
students who are off-task on their laptops
would have their laptops confiscated and
required to use hard-copy textbooks and
pen/paper.

Mathematics:
 Review techniques for revision
 Note taking for easy revision
 Increase motivation and confidence in learning
by doing more of exploration and project
based learning so that they become
independent thinkers and problem solvers.
 Emphasis on smart study skills such as note
taking, understand the key concepts of the
topic and extend to real life situations.
Science:
 Teacher expectations stated at start of year by
using past Students’ course notes used as
demonstration for new students on note taking
 Students directed to re-do work if dishonest
 Sources to be identified in footnotes
 Students do flow charts, mind maps and SOLO
hexagons to connect concepts.






Better quality in student’s work
Increased academic results in internal and
external examinations
Students focus better and take notes.
Improved homework assignments submission
rates.

Science:
 Students are able to re-work of plagiarized
work
 Student detentions for copying are lower in
number as referencing increased.
 Students take notes and try to write more for
short and long answers in the quiz, test and
exams.

Social Studies:
 Students have notebooks full of written notes
 Students include a bibliography/works-cited
page of the websites/resources they used for
their project
 Students can highlight notes (in their
notebook) taken from class
 Students have systemically taken notes when
the teacher lectures.
 Grade 10 World History Students know how to
format citations using APA format
Discipline Committee


Social Studies:
 Practice Cornell Note taking
 Highlighting key vocabulary terms
 Encourage students to take pride in their own
work.
 Required students to re-do work that is not
their own work
 Making flash cards for key vocabulary terms
 Students required providing a workscited/bibliography for their presentation.
 Demonstrate step by step to students how to
search and gather information to complete
tables and worksheets
 During classwork time or self-study time
students who are off-task on their laptops
would have their laptops confiscated and
required to use hard-copy textbooks and
pen/paper.
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A drastic reduced in number of referrals and
demerits on student plagiarism

b) Curricular and or Co-curricular activities intentionally planned to foster a culture of collaboration

Strategies/Interventions have been initiated in Core
Subject Areas

Signs and evidence of improvements

- Cooperative Learning was intentionally incorporated
in Core and Non-core subject areas

In both core and non-core subject areas, students have
exhibited the following improvements when working on
group tasks /group projects/team sports:

Science:
 Group Presentation assigned for Science Fair
to enhance students’ communication and
collaboration skills
 Group Tasks assigned during Science Camp
 Mind over Matters competition for students to
for students to collaborate and compete as a
team


Students are more responsible for their own
and the group's effort (a form of interdependence).

Social Studies/English:
 Model United Nations collaborate and work on
resolution as a team
 History Bowl and Bees competition
collaborate and compete as a team
 Group Presentation on Cultural Day for
students to collaborate and work on their
presentation



Students support each other to discuss on
assigned tasks with greater face-to-face
interaction contact.



Students show greater sense of responsibilities
on their own part of assigned tasks and
accountable for meeting the learning goal(s).



Group members are able to digest instructions
and exhibit proper behaviors when required to
work together.



Group members are able to gain a sense of
group processing as they learn how to analyze
their own ability to work together.

Math:
 World Math Day for House Competition
 Mangahigh Online Math Competition

In Team Sports

Strategies/Interventions have been initiated in Areas
of Experiential Learning







Team Building and Collaboration Workshop
organized by A-Team Learning
House competition events for points
Team sports for students to collaborate and
compete as a team

Students exhibited greater sense of
collaboration and work better as a team.
The U16 Boys Basketball Team reached playoff and finished 4th place this year.
The U20 Boys Basketball Team reached playoff and won 3rd place this year.

Action Plan (3): To educate students and parents on the importance of the SWLOs and
teachers to ensure that the SWLOs permeate through our daily practice (Correlated
SWLOs: 1, 2, 3, and 4).
Rationale for identifying this learner need: This is a very important educational goal that focuses
on providing students a greater sense of personal competence and efficacy in learning and greater
level of parental involvement.
a)

Educate students the importance of SWLO and ensuring SWLO permeate in our daily practice

Strategies/Interventions have been initiated in Core
Subject Areas

Signs and evidence of improvements

Core Subject Areas

Core Subject Areas:
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English:
 Certain SWLO’s are included in Rubrics that
are given to students so that they can see what
they are assessed on.
 Assignments given to students that incorporate
SWLO’s and are referenced to which SWLO’s
they will meet in their projects
Social Studies:
 Students conducted a written reflection
regarding the SWLO objectives they achieved
through their projects, homework, and
classwork.
 SWLO objectives are incorporated within
project, classwork, homework, and test rubrics
Mathematics:
 Assignments involving understanding of
SWLOs
 Students reminded whenever they reach any of
SWLOs
 Every project concludes with a short
explanation of how at least 3 SWLOs are
achieved.
Science:
 Students advised of need to engage with the
SWLO criteria in their assigned works and
their efforts towards meeting SWLO are
recognized.
 Students do reflections on their
reports/projects explaining how the SWLO’s
achieved.
Non- Core Subject Areas
Computer Studies:
 Students evaluated using rubrics containing
relevant SWLOs
Chinese Studies
 SWLO objectives are included in rubrics

English:
 Written reflections that demonstrate the
SWLO’s in projects and essays.
Mathematics:
 Assignment quality with relevance to SWLOs
 Student reflection on how they achieved the
SWLOs and what improvements could be made
to help them.
 Higher Order Thinking (HOT) relates to
SWLOs and students understand what is HOT
relating to task.
Social Studies:
 Written reflections by students highlight SWLO
objectives covered or achieved
 Oral presentations by students highlight SWLO
objectives covered or achieved
Science:
 Group Lab work and Individual Reports showed
evidence of critical thinking in their reflections
 Student reflections showed independent
thoughts on what improvements they need to
help them produce better results in a lab work
or a written piece of assignment.

Non- Core Subject Areas:
Computer Studies:
 Students show continuous development of
technological skills through better
understanding of SWLOs.
 Students exhibit ethical behavior while using
technology both inside and outside class.
Chinese Studies:
 Students are aware of the importance of the
SWLO objectives and they make efforts
towards it, which reflected in their works and
projects
 Senior students are able to assess other
students’ work using the SWLO criteria

Experiential Learning Areas:
Experiential Learning Areas:
Athletics/Service Learning:
Objectives of SWLOs were emphasized by coaches and
trip leaders when students take parts on sports, local
and/or overseas trips.

Athletics/Service Learning:
 Students on sports teams show understanding of
SWLO objectives of 3a, b, and 4a.
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Students in Overseas Learning/Service Trips
show understanding of SWLO objectives of 2b,
c, and 4 c.

In addition to the self-report data from all teachers of core and non-core subject areas, a survey
was given to all stakeholders during the academic year to learn about the perceptions of how the
four areas of SWLOs have permeated in the daily practice.
Teachers’ Perception:

Students’ Perception:
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Parents’ Perception:
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b) Educate Parents the importance of SWLOs and increase parental engagement
Strategies/Interventions have been initiated in schoolwide and Subject Areas

Signs and evidence of improvements

School-wide:
 Open House Invitation by Principal’s letter
 Parent-Teacher Evening Invitation by
Principal’s letter
 PTA WeChat Group set up to inform parents on
school events and opportunities
PTA:
 Quarterly PTA Newsletters were created to
raise awareness among parents about the SWLO
and celebrate school’s learning success

- Greater parents involvement of School Events than ever
before







Math:
 Grade 7 students were given Project/Homework
to work with parents during Christmas Holidays
addressing the understanding of SWLOs



Greater number of parents came to both Open
House and Parent Teacher Conference
15 parents currently in WeChat group for PTA
PTA Charity food sale during Christmas with 6
parents participated and raised HKD 2750 that
was donated to Mother’s Choice.
PTA Food sale during Cultural Day with10
parents participated and raised HKD 3750.
PTA Newsletter # of clicks/download
5 parents participated in Q&A Sessions During
WASC Full Accreditation Visit (March 5-8,
2018)
2 parents took part school’s Career Talk

Action Plan (4): To organize staff development opportunities to foster greater collaboration
among staff, to foster a culture on sharing of best practice in and amongst staff, and to
ensure a full understanding of the curriculum standards and the SWLOs. Also to organize
and coordinate PD opportunities on differentiation and on school-wide strategies to teach
and help the ESL/SEN students to learn English for academic purpose
Rationale for identifying this learner need: To equip teachers with up-to-dated teaching strategies
so they can better understand the school curriculum (CCSS) and improve the students’
achievement, and develop a professional learning community within the school through learned
knowledge from individual teacher’s professional development.
Strategies/Interventions have been initiated in the school
a) Develop an active approach in identifying needs for professional development and improve the current
Professional Development practices.



At the beginning of the school year, staff were asked to identify their learning needs via the Annual Staff
Development Plan
PD opportunities are shared by the principal and panel coordinators with teachers via email

b) Increase the professional development opportunities and the number of staff attending professional development
In 2017-18 academic year, teaching staff (individual or as a group) attended three different types of professional
development to meet various needs of the school:
(1) Pre-EARCO ACS WASC Training in Bangkok on October 27, 2018 (Mr. Du and Mr. Eder)
- This workshop provided a thorough understanding of Self Study and WASC full accreditation with the following
focus:
 Develop a culture of collaboration within school
 Build a system of continuous improvement within school
(2) Concordia PD Conference in Shenzhen on November 17 and 18 (Principal and all teaching Staff)

39

- This PD consisted of various workshops with an invited keynote speaker from Concordia University of Nebraska to
develop staff on:
 Use of Academic language in various subject areas
 Differentiation in teaching
 Setting up work centers
 IT in Education
 How Content Standards are planned and delivered in teaching
 Classroom Management
(3) The 6th Conference on Chinese Teaching and Learning 2018(HK) on April 21, 2018 in Canadian International
School (Chinese Teacher)
- This conference focuses on enhancing differentiation in teaching and classroom management in Chinese teaching.
 Determine different learning needs
 Resources allocation to meet different learning needs
 Classroom management strategies
c) Actively sharing of professional development experiences among staff acquired from professional development
conferences/workshops



Pre-EARCO ACS WASC Training in Bangkok was shared on November 3, and December 19, 2018 during
the monthly collaboration meetings
The Concordia PD Conference was again discussed on December 1, 2018 during the monthly collaboration
meeting with the focus of implementing the use of academic language and student-centered strategies in unit
planer building on Atlas Rubicon

REPORT ON IMPACT OF PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT ON STUDENT
LEARNING
As previous years, CISHK continued to use teachers’ feedbacks to evaluate the effect of PD on
student learning in 2017-18. Teachers were required to fill out the first evaluation (PD Form 2),
then the second evaluation (PD Form 3) from 3 to 6 weeks after their PD activities. The below
tables listed the answers to Question 4 of Form 2 and to Questions 1 & 2 of Form 3 for the 2-day
Concordia PD Conference at BCIS on November 17-18, 2017 and The 6th Conference on Chinese
Teaching and Learning 2018(HK) on April 21, 2018 .
The answers to Question 4 in Form 2 are summarized below:
Question 4 (Form 2): What impact will this have on your students?








A clearer understanding of the curriculum standards helps teachers to plan unit planners more effectively
particularly Stage 3 of unit planners in UbD on how to effective deliver the lessons to reach those standards.
Adapting the differentiation teaching techniques/strategies will help students to attain the appropriate
contents and greater access to the curriculum.
Differentiation provides the opportunity for stronger students to scaffold weaker students, this helps students
to develop collaboration skills and meet the different level students’ needs.
With level appropriate centers in classroom, students can take ownership of their learning, the project will
help them understand the connection between real life and the topic learned, and this will allow students to
connect different concepts in the same or similar topic.
With differentiation instructions, students will be able to access and relate to material better and this can meet
different levels of their needs.
Students’ motivation improved and this encouraged students to work harder and gain a better understanding
of content knowledge.
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It should leave students with a better sense of self-discipline and help ESL students by giving them a more
practical way of learning English that will improve both their oral and written work.
Students with clear learning objectives and teaching strategies tailored to their learning level find their
learning meaningful and are more engaging rather than being disruptive in class.

The answers to Questions 1 & 2 in Form 3 are summarized below:
Question 1 (Form 3): How has your classroom practice changed as a result of the PD?










I have started to use list the keywords on the board always and give them the list of keywords to be used
while writing an answer. This has helped ESL students to write short sentences with the right words while
non-ESL students write detailed answers in a good logical sequence. Students are asked to write a lab report
which will improve their academic language proficiency.
I have made reference to the standards embedded in Rubicon while teaching and while giving assessments.
However, more time is needed for solid evidence on students’ understanding of the standards.
My classroom practice includes an emphasis on vocabulary (pronunciation and understanding) in Social
Studies and English classes. Accompanying the highlighted vocabulary on powerpoint presentations,
extended practice is written on the whiteboard to ensure students take notes and understand the topic/concept.
I actively changed the design elements of the classroom. The desks have been moved to a better location. The
students have been assigned seats that match them with peers to be helped OR to help. My own documents
have been removed from the walls and student work is now showcased on the walls.
Standards understanding during the PD session in Shenzhen have added to my previous understanding of
CCCS. As result I can better plan my lessons and organize the ideas and materials for my classes especially
Mathematics. Also this PD had some impact on how I develop my Units using Rubicon
Using technology in Classroom session of the PD has helped me understand how other schools integrate
technology into classroom.
I placed more emphasis on students’ learning level via practices I picked up from another PD in 2016
(KWL), with this I can have a clearer understanding of students’ learning level via the pre-test effect and help
to clearly differentiate my teaching strategies to the students.
With differentiation, I place greater emphasis on lesson planning and students are catered to work at their
level

Question 2 (Form 3): What has been the impact on student achievement? Please include evidence where
possible.
 ESL students tend to interact better in the class and try to do some scientific writing with the keywords. ESL
math students are trying to underline the keyword in the problems and trying to do the questions. Overall
there has been a little rise in their motivation levels in learning. But a long way to go.
 I discuss the standards with the upper secondary students. This gives them an idea on how to study for the
given topic and test themselves on their depth of understanding.
 The ESL learners take more time to write down the notes and ask questions to further their understanding.
 The students have positively embraced their roles as helper/helped and appreciate that their work is now
shown. They seem to have a more positive relationship with each other.
 Besides better planning my classes became, students also benefited after discussion regarding the standards
by knowing how to be prepared for specific topics.
 Technology in my classroom always seem to captivate students’ attention. Note taking and motivation seem
improving in all classes.
 Students gained a better sense through differentiation and this helps ESL students by giving them a more
practical way of learning English that will improve both their oral and written work.
 In my subjects, students gradually developed better collaboration skills, such as communicating more often
by asking questions on improving the quality of their work. Hence, weaker ones are being scaffold by
stronger students.
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Ms. Yao used the PD fund in 2017-18 to attend the 6th Conference on Chinese Teaching
and Learning 2018(HK), a workshop particularly offered to Chinese language teachers on
teaching strategies. The followings are her responses on the PD Forms completed:
Question 4 (Form 2): What impact will this have on your pupils?
 Students will be more willing to cooperate in class and opportunities are provided for underachieving students to
catch up in their learning.
 My teaching should improve greatly and allow students to better understand and gain more from the lessons.
Question 1 (Form 3): How has your classroom practice changed as a result of the PD?


After adopting the extra point scheme, students are more willing to cooperative with teacher and to follow
instructions, which greatly helps them to develop good learning habits.
 Students follow the assignment format, and most of them are able to follow and keep good track of their
homework assignments.
Question 2 (Form 3): What has been the impact on student achievement? Please include evidence where
possible.
 Students developed good learning habits. More importantly, Grade 7-9 students become more selfmotivated in their studies, when the lessons are student-centered, they are more willing to share their
opinions and know that they will not be judged by their answers. They can learn quicker with greater
confidence.

Observation and Conclusion:
The four action plans that are implemented still require improvements in various aspects. For
instance, all plans require clearer and efficient tracking methods to ensure the data collected are
both qualitative and quantitative. So that we can clear and solid evidence for the next progress
report. Despite this, positive improvements have manifested in areas of parental involvement and
student tardiness and learning habits. In addition, the responses to questions on both PD Forms
indicate that most teachers in CISHK are utilizing their learned knowledge from various PD to
make strategic changes in their planning and classroom teaching, and the positive impacts on
students’ learning in various subject areas.
REPORT ON WASC Accreditation
Since 2014, CISHK has initiated the accreditation process. From the initial visit to the Self-Study
period, the school has utilized the WASC Focus on Learning Accreditation Manuel 2017
International Edition to develop a system within the school to ensure continuous improvement.
During this process, stakeholders such as parent and student representatives, support staff, and
representatives from the School Management Board were involved. On March 5th, the Visiting
Committee visited the school to review the relevant findings in the Self-Study process. On May
11th, the WASC Commission has grated CISHK six years of full accreditation status through June
2024.
CONCLUSION
The 2017-18 continued to be a successful year for CISHK. The school has improved on its
strengths, and we are committed to make continual improvement in the years to come. With
elements of the WASC FOL in place, CISHK leadership and teachers are now at a better position
to examine what is currently in place and what needs to be improved in order to make CISHK a
school that supports student learning and growth.
- End –
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