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CONCORDIA

INTERNATIONAL
SCHOOL

PRINCIPAL’S GREETINGS

July 12, 2023.

Dear Parents/Guardians:

I hope this letter finds you in good health and that everyone has a great summer vacation. As the
start of a new academic year is approaching, here are some items that [ would like to highlight for
your reference. Please note the following:

e FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL:

The first date of school is on Monday, August 14, 2023 and students should arrive by 8:15 a.m.
in proper school uniform. There will be an Opening Session at the Chapel for all students.
Textbooks, classroom supplies, lockers etc. will be distributed. Updated school information for
2023-24 will also be announced. You are required to bring a pad-lock for your locker. The First
Day of the school year will finish at 12:00 noon, there will be no class in the afternoon. Regular
classes will start on Tuesday, August 15. A schedule will also be developed for students to image
their laptops, pick up their textbooks and classroom supplies.

e OPEN HOUSE:

In the first week of September, the school usually holds a ‘Meet the Staff - Open House’ session.
All parents/guardians are invited to come to the school to meet the teachers. This year, our Open
House is tentatively set on Friday, September 1, 2023 at 5:00p.m. The principal will give a talk
in the Chapel at 5 p.m. to introduce our curriculum and to update information for the 2023-24
school year. Our teachers will then meet parents in small groups in their classrooms until 8:00
p.m.

e SCHOOL UNIFORM:
Please review the uniform requirements on P.17 of the updated Student & Parent Handbook.

e  YMCA Program for Grades 7 — 10:

As part of the ‘Sports and Activities’ class for grades 7 to 10, Concordia has arranged for students
to use the facilities at the King’s Park Y.M.C.A. Sports Center (http://www.ymcahk.org.hk/kpcc).
Students will visit the Y.M.C.A. on Friday afternoon (except the first Friday of the calendar
month — please refer to the School Calendar for more exact information) between 1.30 to 4:00 pm
and they should be properly dressed for sport activities. These visits will take place from the
period of September 8, 2023 to June 7, 2024. In order to safely transport the students to
Y.M.C.A,, the school has arranged for a private bus. Students will be dismissed at Y.M.C.A. at
4:00 p.m. and will be expected to return home safely by themselves. Please note that Y.M.C.A.
has taken precautions to ensure that their venue and facilities are safe. However, Y.M.C.A.
cannot be held responsible for accidents that may occur there. At least two Concordia
International School teachers will supervise the students as well as the on-site Y.M.C.A. coaches.
Activities scheduled for students include basketball, tennis, stretching and rock climbing.
Students must act responsibly and play safely without harming others.

(In case parents/guardians urgently need to contact the students during these excursions, please
first call the School: 2789-9890)
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This program will be subject to any relevant measures implemented by the EDB and/or Hong
Kong SAR Government.

e SERVICE LEARNING FOR GRADES 9-10:

Grade 9-10 students will also be involved in a valuable initiative. Besides going to YMCA on
Fridays, they will also be helping with “Global Leadership” projects at centers and nurseries of
the Lutheran Social Services and other NGOs for at least one quarter of the year to provide
community service of 13-15 hours yearly. A private bus will take them to the place. A good
record of community service will be very helpful when students apply for college / university
later.

This program will be subject to any relevant measures implemented by the EDB and/or Hong
Kong SAR Government.

¢ COLLEGE PREPARATION:

As Concordia International School follows the American Curriculum, we would like to embark
our students on a US study plan as soon as possible. The series of US standard tests that we will
provide for our students in 2023-24 are:

PSAT for Grade 10-11 (Test date: Wednesday, October 11, 2023)
SAT Reasoning Test for Grade 11-12 (Test date: December 2, 2023)

AP Exam for Grade 11-12 (Test date: early May 2024, TBC)
TOEEFEL for Grade 11 (Test date: early May 2024, TBC)

Please be reminded that these dates are tentatively planned and are subject to change. For students
who do not plan to study outside of Hong Kong after high school, the preparation they go through
here is still useful in college applications for other countries. SAT and AP scores are recognized
all over the world for college/university admission.

e STUDENT & PARENT HANDBOOK:

The updated electronic version of our STUDENT & PARENT HANDBOOK can be found on our
school website, a paper version of this document will be given to your child on August 14, 2023.
Please review the handbook and endorse the SOCIAL MEDIA & ACCEPTANCE USE POLICY
together with your child on the Return Slip attached. In case school is NOT able to meet in person
on August 14, 2023, please kindly download the e-version of the handbook, thoroughly go over it
with your child. Then kindly have your signature endorsed on the last page, scan it and email it
back to us.

o ACTIVITY WEEK (November 20 — 24, 2023):

We have tentatively planned an Activity Week in the second quarter this school year. During this
week, students will experience experiential learning outside the classroom. Teambuilding,
collaborative, and various training workshops will be provided by local or international trainers.
Educational tours and excursions will also be organized during this week. The Activity Week is a
regular teaching week of the school’s program to enhance global citizenship and worldwide
perspective, participation of all activities is compulsory for every Concordia student. The total fee
for activities will be based on which activities your child is participating in.
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e ESL PROGRAM & MATH REMEDIAL CLASS:

Students whose language proficiency does not support effective learning through English in the
classroom are placed under the ESL program as a condition of promotion/admission. In 2023-24,
the ESL program will be conducted after regular class time for efficacy of the program.

Students promoted/admitted under a condition will receive Math coaching from our tutor in 2023-
24. Small group coaching sessions (2 hours weekly for each student) are arranged after-school at
3:00 -5:00 pm on Monday-Friday. For parents who want to send their children to the Math
coaching class for better and more advanced Math skills, please inform Ms. Wu of the General
Office by late August.

ESL and Math Remedial classes are charged on top of the Annual School Fee at $6000 per term.

e STUDENT LAPTOPS AND E-BOOKS.:

E-books are used in parallel with paper books in most subjects. Students must keep their laptops
fully charged every night at home and bring them to school every morning. There is no spare
laptop that your child may borrow from school, a student who forgets to bring their laptop to
school means that they have no ‘book’ for classes of the day.

e CONCORDIA I.T. POLICY

(1). If you have purchased a new laptop for your son/daughter, this laptop must be imaged with
the school configuration before it could be used for learning on campus, an unregistered laptop
cannot access our WIFI system at all. It is the school’s policy that only one laptop per student
would be registered with the school at a time. Only registered laptops will be insured, maintained,
and upgraded. If your child’s laptop has been lost/broken, then the old laptop must be
deregistered with the General Office before the new one can be registered and imaged with the
school’s configuration for use in school.

(2). Student laptops are imaged with an “Administrator Account” to stop students changing the
configuration. Laptops in school needed to be imaged with the same configuration, because
ebooks and online learning platforms have to be browsed readily and together by students during
class activities and that the school’s hardware such as the printers must be made accessible by
every user in school.

(3). Programs such as Wechat, QQ, Skype, Facebook Messenger, and BT software for streaming
online videos/games should not be downloaded onto any laptops registered for use in school.
These programs not only clog up the computers’ memory, they would also slow down the school
network as they consume large bandwidth. These media have also been found to be the sources of
distraction that hinder students’ learning in school. Using the laptops to play online games, to
listen to music or to browse popular websites during class time would diminish class attention
and would affect learning outcomes adversely. For this reason, the third-party technician from
Apple would carry out laptop audit from time to time to ensure that the school’s I.T. Policy must
be complied by all students.

68 Begonia Road, Yau Yat Chuen, Kowloon, Hong Kong
lel: (852) 2789 9890/ 2397 6576 Fax: {852) 23928820

Email: email: office@concordiaintl.edu.hk

www.cihs.edu.hk




CONCORDIA

INTERNATIONAL
SCHOOL

e« PARTICIPATION IN SCHOOL DRUG TESTING SCHEME:

In 2023-24, CISHK will continue to participate the Healthy School Program with a Drug Testing
Component (HSP (DT)) as in 2022-23 school year. Please find attachment of school’s detail
consent form and reply slip parents to reply.

o PARENT-TEACHER ASSOCIATION:

To enhance communication with parents and to solicit positive contributions from parents for
upgrading and improving our services, the PTA has been established. If you want to learn more
about the PTA to offer your valuable contributions to the school, please inform us on the “Student
Updated Information”.

Concordia International School is a safe and secure place for academic challenges. Once again,
we have a strong team of dedicated teachers. Every student who attends the school will improve
in their knowledge, skills, and attitudes. Concordia is a community of people interacting together.
Students can achieve excellence from a unique partnership that combines your efforts with those
of the teachers. Such important work requires everyone’s contribution. Together we can
positively ‘transform lives’. You can be assured that all of us here are determined to make your
child’s time a meaningful and valuable learning experience. This year we have a fantastic group
of talented (and full of potential) students. It should be a productive year. In 2023-24, a 200HKD
will continue to be collected annually in addition to the school fees as PTA Member Fee per
student.

In order to ensure your full cooperation, I ask that you complete and sign the ‘Registration and
Consent Slip’, the ‘Medical Form’, the ‘Student Updated Information 2023-24 and the ‘Return
Slip on the Parent & Student Handbook and on the Acceptable Use Policy’ as attached. Please
return these documents to the school through your child on August 14, 2023,

Thank you for your continued support of Concordia International School. Please feel free to
contact us at any time. I look forward to seeing you in the near future,

Sincerely yours,

ey

Mr. T. Du
PRINCIPAL
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